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Report on the Formation of the Sustainability Committee at the
Arab Open University

Introduction:

This report details the formation of the Sustainability Committee at the Arab Open University,
outlining its purpose, objectives, membership, and initial planned activities. The establishment
of this committee underscores the University's commitment to environmental stewardship,
social responsibility, and economic viability, in line with the principles of sustainability.

Importance of the Committee:

Recognizing the growing importance of sustainability in higher education and its impact on the
global community, the University has established this committee to drive and coordinate
sustainability initiatives across all aspects of the institution. This includes academic programs,
research activities, campus operations, and community engagement.

Committee Purpose:

The primary purpose of the Sustainability Committee at the Arab Open University is to develop
and implement a comprehensive sustainability strategy for the University. This strategy aims
to reduce the University's environmental footprint, promote sustainable practices within the
university community, and contribute to broader sustainability efforts.

Key Objectives:
The committee will focus on the following key objectives:

o Develop a Sustainability Plan: Create a long-term sustainability plan with measurable
goals and targets.

e Promote Sustainable Practices: Encourage and support the adoption of sustainable
practices in all University operations, including energy and water conservation, waste
reduction, and sustainable procurement.

¢ Integrate Sustainability into Curriculum: Work with faculty to integrate sustainability
concepts into academic programs and research.

¢ Raise Awareness: Increase awareness of sustainability issues among students, faculty,
and staff through educational programs and outreach activities.
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e Foster Partnerships: Collaborate with external organizations, including government
agencies, NGOs, and businesses, to advance sustainability initiatives.

e Monitor and Report: Track progress towards sustainability goals and regular report on
performance to the University community.

Committee Membership:
The committee include:

¢ Chair of the Committee: Vice President for Planning and Development
¢ Committee Members:

¢ University Directors

¢ Director of Planning at Headquarters
Initial Planned Activities:

The committee has identified the following initial activities:

¢ Conduct a Sustainability Audit: Assess the University's current sustainability
performance to identify areas for improvement.

+ Develop a Baseline Inventory: Establish a baseline inventory of greenhouse gas
emissions, energy and water consumption, and waste generation.

¢ Create a Communication Plan: Develop a communication plan to engage the
University community in sustainability initiatives.

e Research Best Practices: Investigate best practices in sustainability in higher education.
Next Steps:

The committee will hold its first meeting on March 3, 2025, to finalize its work plan and assign
responsibilities. Regular meetings will be scheduled to monitor progress and address emerging
issues.

Recommendations:

The formation of the Sustainability Committee at the Arab Open University represents a major
step towards integrating sustainability into the core mission and operations of the University.
The committee is committed to working collaboratively with all stakeholders to create a more
sustainable campus and contribute to a more sustainable future.



